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1 What is NETLAB+? 
 

NETLAB+ is a server appliance designed for organizations to host real equipment for  

instructor led or self-paced training.  The NETLAB+ system is delivered as a network 

appliance and requires no customer knowledge of UNIX, web server software, or other 

system administrator functions.   

 

 
 

NETLAB Academy Edition
®
 is a server appliance designed specifically for Cisco 

Networking Academies to host Cisco training equipment on the Internet for blended 

distance learning, remote Academy access, instructor led training, student team or 

individual student equipment access. Networking Academies can also utilize NETLAB+ 

to host the Cisco Networking Academy curriculum.  

 

NETLAB Professional Edition
® 

is a server appliance designed to be a remote lab solution.  

NETLABPE allows customers to develop custom equipment topologies and lab designs to 

host equipment that supports their  organizationôs training goals. 

 

Throughout this document and other NDG resources, you will find references to 

NETLAB+, which encompasses both the NETLAB Academy Edition
®
 and NETLAB  

Professional Edition
®
 systems.  Product version-specific information is denoted as either 

NETLABAE or NETLABPE. 
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The NETLAB+ website, www.netdevgroup.com, provides several documentation 

resources that introduce NETLAB+ and show how it can greatly enhance the capabilities 

of your organization.   

 

 

 
 

These resources include: 

 

The NETLAB+ System Overview: 

 http://www.netdevgroup.com/doc/NETLAB_System_Overview_35.pdf 

 

A Flash video providing an introduction to our product: 

 http://www.netdevgroup.com/product_overview_flash.htm 

 

A Flash presentation highlighting many of features available to NETLAB+ users: 

http://www.netdevgroup.com/netlab_user_experience_flash.htm 

 

 

  

http://www.netdevgroup.com/
http://www.netdevgroup.com/doc/NETLAB_System_Overview_35.pdf
http://www.netdevgroup.com/product_overview_flash.htm
http://www.netdevgroup.com/netlab_user_experience_flash.htm
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2 Why is NETLAB+ Beneficial? 
 

NETLAB+ provides a safe ñsandboxò for users to schedule, configure and interact with 

lab equipment.  All lab equipment and supporting devices are located safely behind the 

NETLAB+ server and not directly exposed to outside or public networks.  

 

NETLAB+ has a calendar interface, which manages access to equipment bundles.   

 

Automation of common tasks frees-up the instructor to focus on teaching.  The NETLAB+ 

software will load and save device configurations, recover lost passwords, scrub 

equipment, and prepare the equipment for the next reservation upon completion.  Telnet 

session sharing allows the instructor to share console access with students.  The instructor 

can review and assess a studentôs actual work on real gear during or after lab sessions.  

NETLAB+ will even power off the lab equipment when no upcoming reservations are 

scheduled.  Prior to the next lab session, NETLAB+ will power the equipment on and pre-

load configurations. 

 

Academy Benefits: 

 Equipment Access for Blended Distance Learning 

 Share Equipment Resources with Other Academies 

 Potential to Access Equipment at Other Schools 

 Higher Return on Equipment Investment 

 Increase Student Lab Time  

 Lab Management Software that Frees-up Instructors 

 Host Academy curriculum  

 Graphical User Interface (GUI) for System Administration  

 

Instructor Benefits: 

 Automates Lab Management and Cleanup Tasks  

 Equipment Access from Home for Class Preparation 

 Recover Erased Flash and Passwords  

 Share Telnet Sessions with Your Students  

 Record and Assess Student Lab Work 

 NETLAB+ will Save Configurations and Reload if Desired 

 Manage Configuration Files 

 Ability to Create Library of Configurations to Load  

 

Student Benefits: 

 Equipment Access via the Internet 

 Reinforce Skills Learned in Class 

 Potential Access to Equipment at Hosting Schools 

 Share Telnet Sessions with Peers and Instructors 

 Review Lab Work with Instructors 
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3 What is new in NETLAB+? 
 

NETLAB+ Version 4.0 is a major software upgrade focused on features to help manage 

equipment resource sharing.  Version 4.0 features a new account management model and 

access controls that allows your NETLAB+ system to be shared among multiple 

organizations.  This release also includes two new features, Lab Designer and Pod 

Designer. 

 

In version 3.7.5, an important update added is the ability to share a NETLABAE server 

with multiple Academies while assigning remote Academies specific times for 

guaranteed access and/or to limit access to equipment by remote Academies if needed.  

Host Academies can also delegate account creation and management to the remote 

Academy.   

 

The latest information on NETLAB+ software updates is available on the News and 

Announcements page: 

http://www.netdevgroup.com/news.htm 

 

 

4 NETLAB+ Features 
 

Instructors and students access the NETLAB+ system via the web interface. 

 

 
 

http://www.netdevgroup.com/news.htm

